
September 28, 2015 

Williamsburg City Council Meeting Minutes 

  

Mayor Murphy called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance and noted council 

members Grier, Kirkpatrick, Kubas and McGovern present.  Absent was council member Bunge.  Also 

present was City Attorney Eric Tindal, Public Works Director John Avery and City Clerk Shelley Annis. 

 

Motion Grier, 2
nd

 McGovern to approve the agenda and consent agenda items with further discussion later 

in the meeting of the Public Notice-Sewer System correspondence – all aye. 

 

Roy Grell with the Iowa County EMS reported that the Williamsburg Quick Responders might begin 

covering a portion of the Parnell area along with North English since there is no longer any Parnell 

responders.  Exact coverage will be determined. 

 

Motion Kirkpatrick, 2
nd

 Kubas to approve the request by the Williamsburg Fire Department to allow a 

committee use of the Fire Station on Saturday, October 17, 2015 for holding a benefit for a Volunteer’s 

family member – all aye. 

 

John Donahue owner of Sundown Bar requested review of the Bar’s July 16-August 17 utility bill.  

Donahue indicated it was impossible for 109,800 gallons of water to be used which resulted in a 

$1,009.99 bill.  Attorney Bill Shafer speaking on behalf of Donahue questioned the number of gallons 

that were billed for the entire city and what the City’s average water loss is.  Attorney Tindal responded 

that the City’s water loss fluctuates drastically from month to month.  Donahue called City Hall to 

question the high bill on August 26
th
 at which time the meter was read to show 9,000 gallons used since 

August 17.  The meter was read each week thereafter with 37,000 gallons going through the meter from 

August 17-September 17.  Donahue felt City staff had not responded appropriately to his request for 

forgiveness of the charges.  Attorney Tindal responded that no City staff has the authority to waive or 

forgive utility charges but must be decided solely by the City Council.  Clerk Annis reported that on or 

around September 9
th
 city staff spoke with Donahue giving Donahue the opportunity to be on the 

September 14
th
 Council meeting agenda but nothing was submitted.  Clerk Annis spoke with Donahue 

regarding the same at which time Donahue said he was not paying the bill.  Annis informed Donahue that 

his account was set up on automatic draft payment and the file including his payment was submitted to 

the bank on September 10
th
 to the paid on the due date of September 15

th
.  Annis further informed 

Donahue that if payment was not made on the 15
th
, there would be charges and fees applied to the 

account.  Donahue indicated he would bring a request to be on the next Council agenda.  On September 

17
th
 City Hall was informed by the City’s bank that a stop payment had been placed on the Sundown 

automatic draft payment.  Mr. Donahue submitted a request to be on the September 28
th
 Council agenda.  

Council member McGovern questioned the addition of the penalties and fees onto the bill until this 

situation is resolved.  Clerk Annis responded that since the stop payment was placed on the automatic 

draft that is treated the same as writing a bad check or simply not paying a bill which results in the fee and 

penalties if the bill is not paid by the due date.  Annis reported that the City staff adheres to the City Code 

and applies the Code fairly to all persons.  Bill Shafer questioned why the meter hadn’t been tested.  

Attorney Tindal responded that the meter could be tested at the request of the property owner in writing 

and payment of the deposit, but no request had been made.  Donahue indicated that his plumber said there 

was no way he had used that much water and that he has his equipment maintained regularly.  Donahue 

reported having Sloan valves which are extremely efficient.  Attorney Tindal reported that in October of 

2014 a residential property owner made a request to have a 50,600 gallon $448.83 bill forgiven due to a 

malfunction of a water softener that the Council denied.  Attorney Tindal questioned if Donahue knew 

why the current consumption would be 12,000 gallons higher than his previous highest usage.  Donahue 

wasn’t sure but did indicate he was having a new water softener installed this week.  Donahue agreed to 

work with City Hall to pay for a portion of the August bill with the September bill which is due October 

15
th
 being paid by automatic draft.  Motion Grier, 2

nd
 Kubas to send the meter currently in the Sundown 

Bar building to be tested at the City’s expense – all aye. 

 



Mayor Murphy opened the scheduled public hearing at 8:14 p.m. on a request to rezone property located 

at 403 Court St described as Part of Lot 2, Block 1, Williamsburg Addition from RS-Residential to C1-

Commercial.  Clerk Annis reported that all property owners within 200’ of the described property 

received notice of the request to rezone.  No objections were received during the Planning & Zoning 

meeting and no public comment had been made to City Hall.  Mayor Murphy closed the public hearing at 

8:15 p.m. 

 

Motion McGovern, 2
nd

 Kirkpatrick to approve the 1
st
 reading of Ordinance 03-15 rezoning property 

located at 403 Court St described as Part of Lot 2, Block 1, Williamsburg Addition from RS-Residential 

to C1-Commercial.  Kubas, McGovern, Grier, Kirkpatrick – aye. 

 

Motion Kirkpatrick, 2
nd

 McGovern to suspend the rules requiring a 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 reading of an Ordinance 

and adopt Ordinance 03-15 upon publication and signature of the Mayor.  McGovern, Grier, Kirkpatrick, 

Kubas – aye. 

 

Motion Kirkpatrick, 2
nd

 McGovern to approve the request by David Rairden for a twenty-one foot (21’) 

variance to the Williamsburg Municipal Design Standards maximum driveway width of thirty-four feet 

(34’) at property located at 401 Court St, Williamsburg – all aye. 

 

Motion McGovern, 2
nd

 Grier to approve Resolution 118-15 hiring a Reserve Officer for the Williamsburg 

Police Department.  Grier, Kirkpatrick, Kubas, McGovern – aye. 

 

Clerk Annis requested direction from the Council to either renew a solid waste and recycling contract 

with Cox Sanitation or go through a formal Request for Proposal (RFP) process.  Annis reported the last 

contract approved by the Council with Cox Sanitation dates back to August 2011.  There has been limited 

correspondence of changes in the meantime which leaves many questions.  Clerk Annis presented 

Council with a revenue and expense detail of the last 5 years showing the City has subsidized solid waste 

and recycling collection from the General Fund totaling $684,513.50.  The detail also showed what it 

would cost if the City chose to charge residents to cover the cost of the service.  Motion Grier to consult 

with ECICOG and use their solid waste and recycling contract died for lack of a second.  Upon the advice 

of Attorney Tindal, Council consensus was to send this to the City Services Committee with the 

assistance of Jennifer Fencl with ECICOG to determine what services the City needs and present that to 

the current hauler. 

 

Chris Jansen with MSA Professional Services reviewed a draft letter to be submitted as a response to a 

proposal received from a potential developer for the property at 501 Highland St.  Jansen will make 

changes and forward to Clerk Annis for the Mayor’s signature and submission to the developer. 

 

Mayor Murphy wished to have a Comprehensive Plan prepared on the Highway 149/Highland Street 

corridor.  Council prefers opening communications with the IDOT office to determine any needed 

changes to the traffic flow.  Mayor Murphy, Public Works Director Avery, Clerk Annis and Police Chief 

Garringer will set a meeting with IDOT personnel. 

 

Clerk Annis reported that a meeting was held with Access Systems who currently provides IT support to 

City Hall, Police and Rec offices with Clerk Annis, Library Director Lienemann and Police Chief 

Garringer to determine the technology concerns and needs in an effort to package IT support services at a 

better rate for all locations.  Annis reported that an assessment of equipment is the first step to determine 

any potential defaults or deficiencies in the hardware and software.  From the assessment a written report 

will be presented and a determination in the type and amount of support needed.  Chief Garringer 

explained that the City’s hardware and software is currently pieced together making it difficult to 

determine the source for any problems.  Motion Grier, 2
nd

 Kirkpatrick to approve a quote from Access 

Systems, Hiawatha for Network Assessments of the City Hall, Police, Library and Recreation offices at a 

cost of $1,000.00 – all aye. 

 



Mayor Murphy presented Council member Don Kirkpatrick with a Service Plaque in recognition of 

Kirkpatrick’s 20 years serving the City of Williamsburg as a Council member. 

 

Council discussed the notice regarding the items that should not be placed into the Sanitary Sewer System 

which was placed onto the City’s Facebook page and the City’s website and will be placed in an 

upcoming edition of the Journal Tribune. 

 

Motion McGovern, 2
nd

 Grier to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m. – all aye. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Shelley Annis, City Clerk/Treasurer 


